CAVE DE DONNAS ‘ROSSO’

REGION: 
VALLE D’AOSTA

SUB-REGION: DONNAS DOC
BODY: LIGHT, CRISP

DECANT: NO
VARIETALS: 85% NEBBIOLO (PICOTENDRO), FREISA, NEYRET
FOOD PAIRINGS: SEAFOOD, LIGHTER MEATS AND PASTAS 
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Doug Polaner (Importer) discovered this cooperative producer on a trip in Northwest Italy in 2005. This rugged alpine terrain is more suited to the grazing of animals than to the cultivation of the vine, and the vineyards (on either side of the Dora Baltea, before the land rises to impossible altitudes) are frequently terraced into dizzyingly steep slopes. No more than 30,000 hl/790,000 gal of wine is produced in an average year, of which only about 4,000 hl/105,200 gal qualifies as DOC. A good deal of it is sold privately either to the thriving tourist trade or to the intense flow of motorists which passes through the region.

Locals consider their wines the mountain version of the wines of Barolo and Barbaresco. This blend of Picotendro (the local name for Nebbiolo) is supported by 15% of the local varieties Freisa and Neyret. Aged for 24 months in Chestnut botti. The wine, grown in these extreme alpine conditions, is correspondingly lean and crisp.
