WHISKEY

A type of alcoholic beverage distilled from fermented grain mash. Different grains are used for different varieties, including barley, malted barley, rye, malted rye, wheat, and maize (corn). Most whiskies are aged in wooden casks, made generally of oak, the exception being some corn liquors.

Whisky is a strictly regulated spirit worldwide with many competing denominations of origin and many classes and types. The unifying characteristics of the different classes and types are the fermentation of grains, and the practice of distilling the spirit down to a maximum of 80% alcohol for corn and 90% alcohol for other grains, prior to adding water, so as to retain some of the flavor of the grain used to make the spirit and prevent it from being classified as grain neutral spirits or vodka. Whisky gains as much as 60% of its flavor from the type of cask used in its aging process.  Therefore further classification takes place based upon the type of wood used and the amount of charring or toasting done to the wood. Bourbon whiskey for example is legally required to be aged in charred new oak barrels, whereas quality Scotch whiskies often used the partially spent barrels from Bourbon production to induce slower maturation. 

MIDLETON VERY RARE IRISH WHISKEY
Midleton Very Rare is a premium blended Irish whiskey, produced by Irish Distillers at their distillery, in the East Cork town of Midleton, from which it gets its name. Midleton Very Rare is considered by many to be the finest of Irish blended whiskey as well as among the finest Irish whiskeys in general. It was launched in 1984 to celebrate the whiskeys produced in Midleton. A new vintage is released every year. Each bottle is individually numbered and signed by the Master blender. As the name suggests, the whiskey is produced in limited quantities. Only 50 casks are released each year, it is therefore both expensive and collectible. The whiskeys used in the blend are handpicked by the Master blender, all are triple distilled and have aged between 12 and 25 years in individually selected Bourbon or Sherry casks. As a new vintage is created each year, each differs slightly and has its own character.

RED BREAST 12 YEAR IRISH WHISKEY
It is produced at the Old Midleton Distillery by Irish Distillers, a subsidiary of Pernod Ricard. Along with Midleton's 8 year old Green Spot, Redbreast is the only pure pot still whiskey produced today. Assertive and complex, with lots of development and seemingly infinite dimension. Ginger cake, brazil nuts, treacle. Unique among whiskeys Redbreast is a 'Single' unblended, pure pot still Irish whiskey which has been triple distilled in oak casks for not less than twelve years. This uncompromising dedication to authenticity and quality gives Redbreast a traditional smooth mellow character and a taste which is full flavoured and assertive but not over robust. 

JAMESON IRISH WHISKEY

Jameson is a single-distillery Irish whiskey. The brand is today owned by the French beverage conglomerate Pernod Ricard. Jameson is similar in its adherence to the single distillery principle to the single malt tradition, but Jameson combines malted barley with unmalted or "green" barley. The most famous component within Jameson is the legendary "Pure Pot Still" component unique to Irish whiskey distilling tradition.  The company was established in 1780 when John Jameson established the Bow Street Distillery in Dublin. Originally one of the six main Dublin Whiskeys, Jameson is now distilled in Cork, although vatting still takes place in Dublin. With annual sales of over 31 million bottles, Jameson is by far the best selling Irish whiskey in the world, as it has been internationally since the early 1800s when John Jameson along with his son (also named John) was producing over a million gallons annually.

SCOTCH

Scotch whisky is whisky made in Scotland. In Britain, the term whisky is usually taken to mean Scotch unless otherwise specified. In other English-speaking countries, it is often referred to as "Scotch".

Scotch whisky is divided into five distinct categories: Single malt Scotch whisky, blended malt (formerly called "vatted malt" or "pure malt"), blended Scotch whisky, blended grain Scotch whisky, and single grain Scotch whisky. The first written mention of Scotch whisky is in the Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, 1495. A Friar named John Cor was the distiller.  

To be called Scotch whisky the spirit must conform to the standards of the Scotch Whisky Order of 1990 (UK), which clarified the Scotch Whisky Act 1988, and mandates that the spirit:

· Must be distilled at a Scottish distillery from water and malted barley, to which only other whole grains may be added, have been processed at that distillery into a mash, converted to a fermentable substrate only by endogenous enzyme systems, and fermented only by the addition of yeast,

· Must be distilled to an alcoholic strength of less than 94.8% by volume so that it retains the flavour of the raw materials used in its production,

· Must be matured in Scotland in oak casks for no less than three years and a day,

· Must not contain any added substance other than water and caramel colouring, and

May not be bottled at less than 40% alcohol by volume.

There are two major categories, single and blended. Single means that all of the product is from a single distillery, while Blended means that the product is composed of whiskies from two or more distilleries. Traditional practices define five types: 

· Single malt whisky is a 100% malted barley whisky from one distillery, distilled in batches in pot stills

· Single grain whisky is distilled at a single distillery from water and malted barley, with or without whole grains of other cereals; it must not meet the requirements of a single malt whisky

· Blended malt (formerly called Vatted malt) whisky that is a blend of single malt whiskies, from more than one distillery

· Blended grain whisky is a whisky created by mixing grain whiskies from more than one distillery

Blended Scotch whisky is a mixture of single malt whisky and grain whisky, distilled at more than one distillery
REGIONS

Scotland was traditionally divided into four regions: The Highlands, Lowland, Islay and Campbeltown. 

Speyside, encompassing the Spey river valley in north-east Scotland, once considered part of the Highlands, has almost half of the total number of distilleries in Scotland within its geographic boundaries; consequently it is officially recognized as a region unto itself.

Campbeltown was removed as a region several years ago, yet was recently re-instated as a recognized production region.

The Islands is not recognized as a region by the Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) and is considered part of the Highlands region.

· Lowland — only three distilleries remain in operation: Auchentoshan, Bladnoch, and Glenkinchie.

· Speyside — has the largest number of distilleries, which includes: Aberlour, Balvenie, Glenfiddich, Speyburn, The Glenlivet, The Glenrothes and The Macallan
· Highland — some Highland distilleries: Aberfeldy, Balblair, Dalmore, Dalwhinnie, Glen Ord, Glenmorangie, Oban and Old Pulteney.

The Islands, an unrecognized sub-region includes all of the whisky producing islands (but excludes Islay): Arran, Jura, Mull, Orkney and Skye — with their respective distilleries: Arran, Isle of Jura, Tobermory, Highland Park and Scapa, and Talisker.

· Campbeltown --- once home to over 30 distilleries, currently has only three distilleries operating: Glen Scotia, Glengyle and Springbank, the latter two owned and operated by the J.A Mitchell family. Springbank is the oldest independent distillery in Scotland.

Islay --- has eight producing distilleries: Ardbeg, Bowmore, Bruichladdich, Bunnahabhain, Caol Ila, Lagavulin and Laphroaig. Kilchoman Distillery has recently begun production and started selling their whisky in September 2009.
COMPASS BOX ASYLA

A blend of soft, fruity malt whiskies on a bed of rich, sweet grain whiskies.  All whiskies aged in first-fill American oak casks to yield the trademark Compass Box style: soft, rich, vanilla-tinged, delicious.  It's an elegant and approachable whisky that epitomizes the Compass Box house style of richness, sweetness, and softness.  It's a whisky made for casual drinking, before dinner, outdoors, in a cocktail, or however you like.  Sweet, delicate and very smooth on the palate, with flavours of vanilla-cream, cereals, and sweet oakiness.

FAMOUS GROUSE

The Famous Grouse is a brand of blended Scotch whisky, first produced by Matthew Gloag & Son Ltd. in 1897, and now produced by The Edrington Group. The malt whiskies used in The Famous Grouse blend include The Glenrothes, Highland Park Single Malt and Macallan Single Malt. Its emblem is the Red Grouse.  It is the best selling whisky in Scotland. Nose: Apricots. Sherry. Juicy fresh oak.  Palate: Calvados. Slight butter. Flowering currant. Crystalised ginger.  

JOHNNY WALKER BLACK

Johnnie Walker is a brand of Scotch Whisky produced in Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland.  It is the most widely distributed brand of blended Scotch whisky in the world, sold in almost every country with yearly sales of over 130 million bottles. It is a blend of about 40 whiskies, each aged at least 12 years.  Deep and fruity foreground flavours give way to drier peaty nuances, followed by the complementary flavour tones of sweet vanilla and raisins. This unique complexity is achieved by expertly blending an extremely diverse, but complementary range of malt whiskies, each of which has been matured for a minimum of 12 years and some for much longer. In total, up to 40 malts and grain whiskies make up the Johnnie Walker Black Label blend. Island and Islay malts deliver spice, richness and lingering peat. Speyside malts make an important contribution to the depth of taste, bringing smoky malt, fruitiness, apple freshness and a rich sherry character to the blend. At the heart of Black Label lies 12 year old Cardhu, an outstanding malt from Speyside, which imparts silkiness, a characteristic which has made it famous as a single malt.
SINGLE MALTS
AUCHENTOSHAN SELECT 10 YEAR
REGION: Lowland

ALC/VOL: 40%
NOTES: This is one of only four distilleries that remain (along with Glengoyne, Bladnoch and Glenkinchie) in the Scottish lowlands. Whiskies from this region were typically triple distilled, a process that is quite unusual for Scotch whisky. This results in whiskies that are rather light in body and generally show grassy notes, with some citrus, green apple and floral characters. Therefore they make for wonderful aperitif whiskies or a nice choice for the warmer months. They are also a great ‘introductory’ whisky for those customers that don’t want anything too strong or intense. 

THE BALVENIE DOUBLE WOOD 12 YEAR

REGION: Speyside

ALC/VOL: 43%
NOTES: This is a relatively new malt, only introduced in 1993. It was one of the first of its kind to be ‘finished’  in another type of wood after its first maturation. This is first aged in American oak and then finished for 9 months in sherry casks, which gives the finished whisky a richer finish with notes of dried fruits, caramel and toasted nuts. This is a full bodied, complex and highly revered malt that is classic Speyside. It is family owned are they are one of the only distilleries that grow their own barley and does its own floor malting.

BRUICHLADDICH 15 YEAR

REGION: Islay 

ALC/VOL: 46%
NOTES: Although founded in 1881, Bruichladdich was closed for a long time and was only recently revived in 2000 by one of the true legends of the malt world – Master Distiller Jim McEwan. This is a cult whisky among aficionados, and while all their expressions are very complex, they are also some of the lightest and least peated whiskies produced on Islay, off Scotland’s west coast. Rather, they are known for their honeyed, spicy, fresh flavors and this particular one has some caramel notes and a rich buttery finish.

GLENFARCLAS 17 YEAR

REGION: Speyside
ALC/VOL: 43%
NOTES: This is a very underrated distillery, and one of the few that is still family owned (a nice thing to remember in this corporate-driven world). This is a glorious Speyside malt whisky, showing initial scents of red apple, toffee, honeysuckle and vanilla. It is rich, fairly full bodied and has great length. 

HIGHLAND PARK 18 YEAR

REGION: Orkney
ALC/VOL: 43%
NOTES: Considered by many as the benchmark 18 year old malt. Last year, renowned spirits expert Paul Pacult said this was the best spirit in the world.  Not best malt, but best spirit, period. It is one of only two distilleries that remain on the Isle of Orkney (with Scapa being the other), off Scotland’s far north coast. Its maritime location means that its whiskies do have some of that brininess and salt air character associated with those from Islay but not as prominent or invasive. Instead it relies more on its complex notes of heather honey, baking spice, dried fruits and roasted nuts.  Amazing!
LAGAVULIN 16 YEAR

REGION: Islay
ALC/VOL: 43%
NOTES: This is definitely one of – if not the – most intense and robust of all of Islay’s (and Scotland’s) single malts. Some of the other heavily peated and salty Islay malts – such as Ardbeg and Laphroaig – are still rather light in body. Lagavulin, on the other hand, is full bodied, brooding and muscular with some fruit notes of sultana and date adding further richness to this highly regarded malt. 

THE MACALLAN 10 YEAR FINE OAK
REGION: Speyside
ALC/VOL: 40%
NOTES: Quite clearly one of the world’s premier single malt houses, this particular one is aged in several types of wood and is a little lighter than most Macallan expressions. The Fine Oak range was launched in 2004 and is first aged in Spanish sherry casks and then in American oak sherry casks and then finally in American bourbon casks. Each cask will influence its contents in different ways. American oak casks, seasoned with bourbon or sherry, impart a subtle delicate color with hints of apple, floral, vanilla and citrus aromas and flavors. Spanish oak casks, seasoned with sherry, impart a deep rich color with aromas and flavors of dried fruit, spice and chocolate.

While the Macallan 12 year remains the most popular, I thought it would be nice for us to offer something a little different in their range that most consumers won’t have tried that still tastes of the classic Macallan style. This one is light and bright with notes of lemon peel, pineapple and orange blossoms and is a great beginners whisky also.
OBAN 14 YEAR

REGION: Western Highlands
ALC/VOL: 43%
NOTES: An iconic and very agreeable malt, Oban has those characters that will not offend anyone. There is some light smoke and saltiness from its coastal location in the far Western Highlands but it is packed with lots of fruity characters also – dried orange peel, lemon, passionfruit and a little floor polish. On the palate there are distinct honey notes and dried fruits rounded out this rich, creamy malt. 
SPRINGBANK 10 YEAR

REGION: Campbeltown
ALC/VOL: 50%
NOTES: Campbeltown malts were once highly sought after for use in blended whiskies. There was once over 30 distilleries operating in the region but they’ve all closed, with the rare exception of this highly prized malt. This is lightly peated, yet show obvious salty notes because of its coastal location. There are also rich notes of honey, vanilla and spice on its long, creamy finish. Needs dilution.
TALISKER 10 YEAR

REGION: Isle of Skye
ALC/VOL: 45.8%
NOTES: Talisker is the only distillery on the tiny island of Skye, off Scotland’s west coast. This is a great whisky for those people that enjoy that salty/briny kick but don’t want something as intense as some of the Islay malts. This one also has a lot of fruit backing up those peaty notes, along with pepper, caramel and dried fruits. A delightful and complex malt. 
THE GLENLIVET NADURRA 16 YEAR

REGION: Speyside 
ALC/VOL: 55.1%
NOTES: George Smith, the founder of Glenlivet, was the first person to be granted a licence in 1823 and Glenlivet was also the first single malt to be seen in America after Prohibition ended. The Glenlivet ‘house style’ is often light and floral with notes of pineapple, grass and fresh summer blossoms. In this expression – while very potent – those characters further open up with a little water or ice. Nadurra means ‘natural’ in Gaelic and describes the way in which this whisky is produced by not using any cold compounding techniques and is bottled at cask strength. This is an extremely strong whisky and therefore absolutely needs some dilution.

