VALENTINI CERASULO D’ABRUZZO
REGION: ABRUZZO



SUB-REGION:
BODY: MEDIUM




DECANT: YES
VARIETAL(S): 100% MONTEPULCIANO
FOOD PAIRINGS: VERSATILE, SURPRISINGLY CAPABLE
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The Valentini family has been making the same wines, the same way, in the same place, from the same grapes, for over 300 years.

Edoardo Valentini and his son Francesco, who now runs Azienda Agricola Valentini since his father's death in 2006, can reasonably make that claim. There's just one problem, however: no one knows if its true. Edoardo Valentini, known affectionately by his friends as "lord of the vines" was as close to a hermit winemaker as he could possibly get, living as he did next to the main town square in Loreto Aprutino, a small olive oil producing town in Abruzzo on Italy's southeastern coast.

Valentini shunned all contact with the media, critics, and the wine establishment. Though he didn't necessarily avoid other local winemakers, he was famously tight lipped, even secretive, about how he made his wine. Though his son Francesco has now taken his place, the curtains of secrecy have not necessarily been drawn aside.

According to family records, the Valentini family has been making wines in Abruzzo since the mid 1600s, and the public records demonstrate that as far back as the early 1800s the family has been producing notable wines from the local Trebbiano grape, a feat which still continues to amaze and confound pretty much everyone, since most renditions of wine from this grape are, to put it politely, less than profound.

Valentini’s wines display a startling naturalness, their tiny, individual flaws only enhancing their profound charm. Taking years to develop their full profile, the wines often need plenty of aeration to blow off the occasional hint of reduction. This all falls perfectly in-step with one of Valentini’s favourite lines, “Natura non facit saltus” or “Nature doesn’t leap.”

In the mountainous zone of east central Italy, the Abruzzo region manages a simplified wine classification system with two principal offerings, Montepulciano d’Abruzzo and Trebbiano d’Abruzzo. While these prolific DOCs (in 2003, the subzone of Colline Teramane was accorded the DOCG designation for its Montepulciano) turn out numerous banal expressions of their eponymous grapes, there are two winemakers—the late Edoardo Valentini (he passed away in April of 2006 at the age of 72) and Emidio Pepe—who have demonstrated the remarkable inherent potential not only of Montepulciano, but of the lowly Trebbiano as well. In fact, the work of Abruzzo’s foremost practitioners has enabled the wines derived from these grapes to share the company of Italy’s most esteemed natives.

This Cerasuoio is made only in vintages which the family deems appropriate, and is astonishingly savory and capable of pairing with hearty fare typical of more traditional food driven red wines. The enigmatic wines form this estate represent some of the most sought after in all of Italy.

