VODKA
Vodka, one of the world's most popular liquors, is composed solely of water and ethanol with possible traces of impurities and flavorings. Vodka is made from any one of these fermented substances: grain, rye, wheat, potatoes, or sugar beet molasses.

Encyclopedia Britannica writes that Vodka originated in Russia during the 14th century, but exact origins of vodka cannot be traced definitively. It is believed to have originated in the grain-growing region that now embraces Poland, western Russia, Belarus, Lithuania, Ukraine. It also has a long tradition in Scandinavia.

Vodka’s alcoholic content usually ranges between 35 to 50 percent by volume; the standard Russian, Lithuanian, and Polish vodkas are 40 percent alcohol by volume (80 proof).

Historically, this alcoholic-proof standard derives from the Russian vodka quality standards established by Tsar Alexander III in 1894. The Muscovite Vodka Museum reports that chemist Dmitri Mendeleev determined the ideal alcohol content as 38 percent; however, because in that time distilled spirits were taxed per their alcoholic strength, that percentage was rounded upwards to 40 percent for simplified taxation calculations.
42 BELOW
The 42nd parallel runs through the middle of New Zealand, which happens to be where 42 Below was conceived. The water used to make the vodka comes from under an extinct volcano and gets the highest purity rating available.

42 Below is a little stronger than most other vodkas (84 proof). It uses a process that is closest to the grain (wheat) based vodka of Scandinavia. 42 Below is made from GE-free wheat. The alcoholic content is not reduced to meet government tax levels, so gets a heavier tax. The name is supposed to refer to the southern latitude where it is produced just north of Wellington on the country's 42nd parallel and also to its 42% alcohol content. 
GREY GOOSE

Grey Goose is a Bermudian-owned brand of vodka produced in France. It is distilled in Cognac, France from French wheat and exported to the United States by the Sidney Frank Importing Company in New Rochelle, New York. Grey Goose was designed for the American market in 1997 by Sidney Frank, a self-made billionaire. His concept was to create a premium vodka for Americans. He took the idea from the notion of French manufacturing having an inherent link with high perceived quality, quickly dispatching a team to Europe. Grey Goose was created as a result.

Grey Goose uses French winter wheat from an area south of Paris, distilled in a column still, and alpine spring water that has been filtered through the limestone plateau of the Massif Central. The distillation takes place in the commune of Cognac in France. Crystal-clear and pure. Nose is unabashedly smoky in the first nosings; aeration smoothes it out as fetching aromas of mint, harvested grain and grain husk assert themselves. On palate, the entry is intensely grainy, silky and off-dry; the midpalate offers moderate bite plus chewy tastes of cracked wheat and cocoa bean. Aftertaste is dry, cleansing and medium-long.

HANGAR ONE

This vodka is produced in an old aircraft hanger near San Francisco in small Holstein Pot Stills. Most commercial vodka is produced in column stills at rectification plants (read chemical factories) in huge refinery like settings and quantities. In order to make their products taste like something other than dry gas for your car they add things like glycerin and vanilla to add the body and taste they lose using a column still. This vodka (and all the flavored variations) are produced in small quantities in a extremely labor intensive process compared to the industrial standards of many other vodkas. It is the "Arts and Crafts Movement" version of vodka. Sweetish, thick, and slightly oily on the tongue, with a plump, round taste to it. A wonderful, round mouthfeel to it; almost creamy in texture. A damn near perfect blend of wheat and grape distilates that form a wonderful balance of tastes from both. A slight  warming of alcohol as it goes down the throat, more like a caress, not the burn like you get from a lot of other vodkas.

HANGAR ONE STRAIGHT

Our “straight” vodka is a blend of grain (wheat) neutral spirit and a vodka we’ve crafted from viognier wine. We use the viognier vodka to diminish the alcoholic overtone found in most other vodkas.  Viognier is an old varietal wine grape that makes a delicious white wine, but it’s relatively new to California. Viognier grapes are hard to grow, and they don’t produce a whole lot of fruit. To get the full flavor, you have to pick them when they’re perfectly ripe.

HANGAR ONE CITRON “BUDDHA’S HAND”

The Buddha’s Hand citron is one of the oldest citrus fruits. What’s really great about distilling Buddha’s Hands is that when you cut one open, they don’t have any juice inside; they’re entirely pith (that’s the white stuff inside the peel). And unlike most citrus, the pith of the Buddha’s Hand citron is sweet, not bitter. This allows us to get incredible depth of flavor without having to deal with high-acid citrus juice, which is really hard to stabilize in a bottle and has less complexity.
HANGAR ONE MANDARIN BLOSSOM

Many parts of a citrus tree have the same fragrance and flavor characteristics as the fruit. We like using the Mandarin flowers because they allow us to capture complex and floral citrus characteristics without having to depend on unstable acids from the fruit’s juice. It takes us about 100 pounds of Mandarin blossoms (that’s about the size of an oil drum) to do two bottlings of the Mandarin Blossom vodka. It takes someone about an hour to harvest one pound of Mandarin blossoms, and they have to be picked at the height of bloom (which also means there are lots of bees) - so it’s a pretty labor-intensive process, but the result is so worth it!

HANGAR ONE SPICED PEAR

Seasonal bottling (October). From Colorado, tiny high-desert pears with intense flavors & aromas. Beautifully focused and very clean, with just the right amount of pear flavor, so you actually enjoy it as a vodka. Perfect chilled & straight up: classic martini. The main (subtle) spice is clove.

KETEL ONE

Ketel One Vodka is distilled from 100% wheat and made at the Nolet Distillery in Schiedam, the Netherlands. It is distilled in copper pot stills, filtered over loose charcoal, and rests in tile-lined tanks until ready. Ketel One Vodka is named after the original copper pot still, “Distilleerketel #1” and is handcrafted in small batches. The alcohol content of this spirit is 40% (80 proof). Clear as rainwater. The bouquet doesn’t reach up and grab you as much as it seduces you with gentle waves of mild spirit and grainy richness. The palate entry offers mild spiciness and cereal sweetness. Finishes marvelously long, doughy, round, subtly citrusy and moderately sweet. Classy, complex and multilayered. Wine Enthusiast 90 points (Dec 2002)

